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ERS in Munich: going for gold!

The European Respiratory Society (ERS)

Annual Congress was held this year in
Munich, and | was honoured to be one of the
few lucky people who received a Gold
Sponsorship from the ERS, as the 1stprize win-
ner of the HERMES (Harmonised Education in
Respiratory Medicine for European Specialists)
Contest.

On the first day of the Congress, September
1, 2006, | took part in two Postgraduate Courses,
where | gained new insights into obstructive
sleep apnoea and pulmonary rehabilitation from
renowned experts in these fields. In the evening,
| joined many others at the ERS Opening
Ceremony, where the annual awards were pre-
sented. During the ceremony, the Bavarian spirit
embraced us through the beautiful performance
of the Opera Brass and the "T6lzer Knabenchor"
Boys Choir.

The following day, the scientific part of the
Congress began, with many symposia, hot top-
ics, oral sessions and poster discussions, many of
which | attended with the other 17000 Congress
participants. | was very pleased to have the
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opportunity to choose to join any of the 19 ses-
sions that were running in parallel.

The technological advances of the Congress
this year were interesting for me. For the first
time, the ERS introduced electronic posters, as
an alternative to standard paper posters, which
could be very easily accessed online. In addition,
in the abstract print zone, you could print the
abstracts you were interested in rather than hav-
ing to carry around the biggerthan-ever abstract
book. Missing a presentation was also not a
problem, due to the possibility of downloading
podcasts via the Internet as needed or via RSS.

Personally, it was fascinating to meet other
colleagues working in respiratory medicine from
all over the world, including those as far afield as
Australia, Africa, Japan and India. In the
National Village, one could not only get
informed about other national respiratory soci-
eties but also about the nations' traditions. There
were also representatives from the HERMES pro-
ject, information about education of pulmonolo-
gists in the USA, and information on plans for
the future training and licensing of European
pulmonologists.

Luckily, I had some spare time to explore the
beautiful Bavarian capital of Munich. People
here were very nice, and helped the many times
when | got lost. The amazing Marienplatz, the
splendid churches, streets and houses, historical
monuments, royal buildings, museums, the mag-
nificient view from the Olympic Tower and the
Allianz Arena were unforgettable experiences.

| would like to thank the ERS for the oppor-
tunity to go to the Congress and for the experi-
ence | obtained. For those of you who were
unable to attend, | would like to suggest that
you visit the ERS website to learn more about
this year's Congress and to look at the opportu-
nities for programmes and awards so that you
can attend next year!
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