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Breathe has a new Chief Editor
2012 has been the year of the Games of the XXX
Olympiad with more than 10,000 athletes from 204
countries competing in London. One of the highlights
of the memorable summer was the men’s 4x100 metre
relay competition in which Usain Bolt powered Jamaica
to a world-record time of 36.84 seconds, winning his
third gold medal of the games.
Most journals run their own slower version of a relay
race, with the Editors changing every few years.
The September issue of Breathe was Prof. Leif
Bjermer’s last before he passed on the Editorial baton.
He leaves Breathe very well placed. At present, each
edition of Breathe goes out to ~15,000 subscribers with
two-thirds of the readership in Europe and one-third in
the USA and the rest of the world. Testament to Breathe’s
wide reach, the website has had visits from 162 countries.
So the journal has a truly global audience. In a web survey
over the summer, 70% of respondents were between 25
and 35 years of age with positions across the respiratory
spectrum but with a particular concentration in
physicians in clinical practice, allied health professionals
and trainees. All the Assemblies of the European
Respiratory Society (ERS) were represented. Over
95% of the respondents described Breathe as good or
excellent and Reviews, Hot Topic articles and How-To
articles were all particularly well received.
As in the Olympic relay, any new editor’s first task is
not to drop the baton. It is therefore very pleasing and
something of a relief to see the December issue out
on time with a good range of interesting articles. I am
grateful to all the authors for their efforts in providing us
with interesting material in good time and for the hard
work of the Technical Editors and staff at the European
Respiratory Society’s publications office in Sheffield, UK.
Of course, every new editor hopes to do at least as
well as his predecessors, if not better. Breathe is the
educational journal of the ERS and it will continue with
its primary mission of providing educational material
of the highest possible quality and relevance. As editor
of Breathe, I take part in the ERS school meetings and
am fortunate to be able to draw on the collective energy,
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enthusiasm and experience of the Officers of the school
as an active editorial board. Hopefully, this will keep
Breathe well grounded and relevant to its audience.
We plan to continue with a combination of review
articles covering all areas of respiratory medicine with an
emphasis on the important, the topical and the timely.
As noted from our survey, Hot Topics and How-To
articles are both popular and well regarded and these
will remain a regular feature. Case Reports are very much
loved by clinicians and we will continue to publish those
with a clear educational message. Most respiratory
professionals cannot resist a challenge, so every issue
will have clinical quizzes to stimulate and provoke you.
The ERS itself is growing with many new educational
activities. We aim to bring the highlights to you with
reports from recent ERS courses and Congresses.
There are two areas for which we plan something
new. First, ideas and approaches from education are
increasingly important in medicine and we aim to bring
something of this to you in a regular educational track.
Another important area is providing the non-specialist
reader with some understanding of the exciting progress
in basic sciences relevant to respiratory medicine. The
ERS has, within its memberships, some of the world’s
finest scientists working in the respiratory field and we
are keen to give them a regular platform to write and
explain to us about these important developments
Electronic publishing is gradually supplanting paper.
In our survey, a quarter of you responded that you already
used the web as your main way of accessing Breathe.
One development we expect is that we will gradually be
makingmoreuseofopportunitiesprovided byelectronic
publishing for example by incorporating other material
such as video and photo albums to enrich that material
in articles. It is difficult to be sure what the future will look
like but it will clearly be different.
As Chief Editor, I would welcome any feedback
about how you feel we are doing, good or bad, and any
suggestions for topics that you think should be covered.
Silence is NOT golden! So please feel free to get in touch .
I hope you continue to find Breathe a good read.
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